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Discuss the experience and testimony of the church during the outdoor service on 
Sunday for you personally, the church, visitors and the community.   

The opening illustration of the sermon was about a shop keeper who lost sight of the 
mission for his shop. This was likened to Christians loosing sight of their mission when 
they run programs but forget the church’s mission and drift off course. Pretty soon, the 
church becomes cluttered with cherished programs that keep everyone busy, but don’t 
help work toward the mission of Christ.  


Read Mark 16:14-19 and Matthew 28:16-20.  According to the preceding Scriptures, 
what is our mission?


What does it mean to “follow Jesus”? 

If you go to Galilee today they will show you a boat that might have belonged to 
Andrew and Peter, or perhaps the Zebedee family. In one of the most remarkable 
archaeological finds anywhere in the Holy Land (which is full of them), a boat was 
found sticking out of the mud one summer when the level of the Sea of Galilee 
dropped dramatically in a period of dry weather. With great care it was lifted clear 
of the the sea bottom, cleaned and preserved. Now, in a special exhibit, millions of 
visitors can see the sort of boat Jesus’ first followers used for fishing.  It has been 
carbon-dated to exactly the period of Jesus’ life.


The boat is a vivivd reminder of the day-to-day existence of his followers — and of 
what it cost them to give it all up (abandon it all) and follow Jesus.  They were, in 
today’s language, small business-men, working as families not for huge profits but 
to make enough to live on and have a little over.


Fish were plentiful and there were good markets.  In a cosmopolitan area, with 
soldiers, wayfarers, pilgrims and pedlars coming and going, as well as the local 
population, people would always want what they were selling.  But it was hard 
work and sometimes dangerous.  Their lives were moderately secure, but hardly 
luxurious.


Jesus said to Peter and Andrew, “You’ll be catching people now”

 - I wander what they thought that meant?

- Did they know how the people in question would feel about it?

- Did they have an inkling that both of them would end up being crucified as their master 

would be?


How do you know that you are following Jesus? 
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The church was encouraged to “abandon boats” on Sunday.  What 
“boats” can Christians be abandoning? 

Abandon …..

The boat of fear for a life of faith

The boat of fog for a life of focus on Jesus 
The boat of failure for a life of fire in the Holy Spirit

The boat of passivity for a life of passion for the Gospel of Christ.

The boat of anger for the boat of peace

The boat of hurt for the boat of healing

The boat of self for the boat of selflessness 
The boat of excuses for the boat of purpose. 
The boat of empty religion for the boat of relationship with God.


The church was encouraged to pick up God’s net and see the salvation 
of Souls. 

The kind of fishing envisioned in this text, however, was not line-fishing, but net-fishing. 
Notice “casting a net into the sea” (v. 18), “they left their nets” (v. 20), “mending their 
nets” (v. 21). The ancient world also knew about line-fishing (Matt 17:24-27).

The imagery of a line (and waiting for the fish to strike!) is thus foreign to this text. 

Jesus is not speaking about finesse (as in fly fishing), or using the right kind of bait. 

The imagery has nothing to do with “hooking” the unbeliever with the gospel. 

Further, the picture is not individualistic: the point is not one person being reeled in at a 
time. All of this has to do with line-fishing, but this is not the picture seen in this text. 

Jesus’ point may have the following for us to consider:

- Net-fishing is very labour-intensive — the work ethic that is required is more of a focus    

than that of skill involved

- Persistence and dedication to the task (often in spite of minimal results)

- The infinite value of the new “catch” .


How can you be more intentional about making disciples? 

Talk about the importance of the altar call and what the congregation should be 
doing during the altar call..  People are given the opportunity every Sunday to respond 
to the Gospel.  This is intentional.  We know we can invite people and they will be given 
an opportunity to receive Christ. The congregation should be interceding for people to 
open their lives to Christ. 

As a church we are praying for revival.  How is “net fishing” and revival related? 

Think about the BLT sandwich illustration on Sunday and comment on the following: 
B - Be there for people. 
L - Look for opportunities.  Look for opportunities to slip Jesus into conversations.

T - Take people to church.  The church is God’s idea: Worship, Word and fellowship will 
draw people to Christ like a net.
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What about the place or importance of “social ministries”?

While obviously we would not be loving our neighbour to proclaim the gospel to him/her 
and leave him/her starving, at the same time, it would not be loving to feed him/her 
without proclaiming the gospel. In other words, meeting social needs may be a means to 
evangelism, but meeting social needs alone is not evangelism

John 13:34-35. 1 Thessalonians 2:8-11 

Can you state the gospel clearly in two minutes or less? 

We must be clear on the gospel and make that vital message clear to those whom Satan 
has blinded. The gospel is the message of salvation from God’s eternal judgment: 

We all have sinned and deserve His judgment (John 3:18, 36; Rom. 3:23). 

Jesus Christ, who is God in human flesh, died in the place of sinners, bearing the penalty 
we deserve (John 1:29; 3:14-17; Rom. 3:24-26; 2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 3:13; 1 Pet. 2:24). 

God justifies (“declares righteous”) and freely gives eternal life to every sinner who 
repents and believes in Jesus (John 3:16; Acts 11:18; Rom. 3:24; 4:4-5; Gal. 3:7-9). 


The truth is, most of us are terrified of evangelism.

The good news is that God does not expect us to do it alone.  He has given us the power 
of the Holy Spirit

Acts 1:8 
Matthew 29:18-20 
Joshua 1:9
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